Introduction to Ethics (Spring 2023)

Course Schedule
This schedule is intended as a blueprint or roadmap and is subject to change based on the needs of the
class. Any changes will be announced in class and will be posted on Perusall

Date Learning goals Readings due Assignments due

Unit 1: The Good Life

The first unit takes on the broadest view possible. In that it introduces philosophy, the study of ethics,
and standards of good argumentation, all while challenging students to engage with one of the most
fundamental questions of the human experience: what, if anything, constitutes a (the?) good life.
During this unit we will also begin to engage with several “metaethical” questions, or question about
whether or not or in what way ethics is possible in the first place.
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Unit 2: Doing the “Right Thing”

One answer to the question from unit one concerning the good life is that a good life is one that is filled
with good choices. But what makes a choice a good one? How are we to decide what counts as a good
choice? In this unit we will explore two of the most influential answers to that question—one from the
utilitarian tradition of Jeremy Bentham and John Stuart Mill, and one from Immanuel Kant
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Unit 3: Problems in Practical and Political Ethics

Though we have discussed real world cases throughout the semester, in this final unit, we will engage
with practical ethics even more directly. We will survey a small collection of current and pressing social
and political issues and apply the skills we’ve gained over the past several weeks to try to find better
ways of answering them.
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